84                        .  NIPAL   WAH.

the west of the Jumna, in aid of the operations'
of Major-general Ochterlony against Umur Singh/
General Gillespie's force originally consisted of
his Majesty's 53d, which, with artillery  and a
few  dismounted dragoons,  made up about one
thousand   Europeans,   and   two   thousand  five
hundred native infantry.   This division, and that
under General Ochterlony, Were ordered to take
the   field   towards   the   end of  October;   the
unhealthy season of the rains being  generally
over  to  the  north-west  by the   beginning or
middle of this month*    Kumaon, and Almora, its
capital, were to be attacked from Rohilkhund;
but, according to the original plan, this movement
was to follow the occupation of Gurhwal to the
north of the province; and the operations under-
taken here in December and January were, ah after-
thought, , suggested by the peculiar circumstances
- that attended the commencement of the war.

From Bunarus and Gourukpoor a force was
collected, and placed under the command of Major-
general John Sullivan Wood, and his instructions
were to penetrate by Bootwul into Palpa, This
division consisted of his Majesty's 17th foot, Bine
hundred and fifty strong, and about three thou*
sand native infantry; it had a train of seven 6 and
3-pounders, and four mortars and howitzers. The
IStih of November was fixed upon as the day on
which this force was to take the field at Gourukpoor.